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I hereby certify that this correspondence is beirlg^Hfigosited 
with the United States Postal Service as first cldl^^ail, 
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to^^^ 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, off 
May 20, 2002. 

Signature: ^n^rt^. )tj^A . 

Janet L. Newmaker 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F,R, SS L97 AND 1>98 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure imder 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered, and the references listed on 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. In accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the listed references are enclosed. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g) and (h), this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the 
information disclosed is, or is considered to be, prior art with respect to the present application or 
material to patentability, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 
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Ms information 0Uclos«re S««nent is being filed prior .o receipt of a first Office 
Action reflecting an exanUnafion on the merits and. hence, is beheved to be tinreiy in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § ..97(b,. Accordingly, no fee is beHeved to be dne. Should any fee be deemed 
uecessary (except payment of «.e issue fee,, however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
any additional fee. which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
H„. 10-0447 (47097-01100). A dupUcate copy of this Stat«nen. is enclosed for that purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Date: May20. 2002 ^^T^^''^^'^^ 
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Chicago, IL 60606-3418 
(312)425-3900 
Attorney for Applicant 
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